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self from regarding expostulation as invective, and the censor's office as 
arrogant usurpation. But if dispassionate history, arranged not for 
effect, but in a form in which there can be no canvassing and packing 
of witnesses, presents an unbroken array of reluctance, compunction, 
remorse, and misery, with no "after-shine" of complacency or glory, 
with no laurels won and worn by the successful duellist, then without a 
word of reasoning or opprobrium there is a cumulative argument of 
irresistible force against a custom which perhaps has received no 
stronger sentence of reprobation than from its abettors and its victims. 
The Historical Sketch with which this volume opens traces the duel from 
its origin in the dark ages in the " wager of battle," through its suc- 
cessive modifications, to the present time, and presents general views of 
the methods, rules, and causes of single combat, of the opinions and 
feelings of combatants, and of the sentiments of eminent men and of 
different communities with regard to this mode of arbitration. In the 
alphabetical catalogue of duels, the story of each is told without com- 
ment, whenever it is possible in the words of others, and in several 
cases the preliminary correspondence is given in full. The narratives 
most minute in detail are those of the duels between Cilley and Graves, 
Clay and Randolph, Decatur and Barron, and Hamilton and Burr. 
The latter is no doubt the most impressive and instructive case on 
record, at least in our own country, illustrating as it does the cruel 
tyranny of the false sense of honor, which compelled the first statesman 
in Amerjca to meet in mortal conflict a man whom he despised, and at 
whose hand he expected certain death, while he confessed before the 
act his hearty disapproval of it, and bore in dying the most emphatic 
testimony to his own condemnation. Mr. Sabine's Appendix contains a 
series of valuable documents and extracts bearing upon the subject of 
the volume, among which, and second to none in interest, is a large 
portion of Dr. Nott's Sermon on the death of Hamilton. "We cannot 
but believe that a book written and compiled in a spirit so kindly, and 
with so patent a philanthropic purpose, will be well received, and will 
have a salutary moral influence where its lessons are most needed, and, 
we cannot but believe, are as much desired as needed. 



7. — Poems by Alice Cakt. Boston: Ticknor and Fields. 1855. 
24mo. pp.399. 

We can find little fault with any one of these poems ; and though 
there is perhaps not one of them which would vindicate the author's 
claim to a seat near the summit of Parnassus, they are in general char- 
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acterized by easy rhythm, graceful thought, and striking, though some- 
times incongruous imagery. But they are all in the minor key, — a 
prolonged and varied dirge-note, — a wail, under a great diversity of 
titles, of disappointed love, desertion, betrayal, and bereavement. And 
they give us the impression of their spuriousness as an embodiment of 
the writer's own experience. We know not her history; but actual 
grief is less artificial in its utterance, and less recondite in its metaphors. 
Yet she shows talent enough in working the " love-sick " vein, to pre- 
pare us to welcome any subsequent appearance of hers before the public 
on less lugubrious themes and in more joyous and hopeful strains. 



8. — Commentaries on the Laws of the Ancient Hebrews ; with an 
Introductory Essay on Civil Society and Government. By E. C. 
"Wines. New York: George P. Putnam & Co. 1855. 16mo. 
pp. 640. 

As we hope in a future number to make this book the subject of an 
extended review, we will now simply express our high sense of its 
worth, both as an argument for the divine origin, and an exposition of 
the contents, of the Mosaic law ; and bear our emphatic testimony to the 
acumen, ability, learning, sound judgment, and religious reverence man- 
ifested by the author. 



9. — A History of England, from the First Invasion by the Romans to 
the Accession of William and Mary, in 1688. By John Lingard, 
D.D. From the last revised London Edition. In 13 vols. Vols. 
I. - VII. Boston : Phillips, Sampson, & Co. 1853 - 4. 

Among the writers of finished and standard histories of England, Dr. 
Lingard is by many years the latest, and the last London edition, which 
he lived to revise, was published only six years ago. He therefore had 
the advantage of his predecessors in the use of numerous materials dis- 
interred by the antiquarian research of the present century, and in an 
improved philosophy of history. That he was conscientiously accurate 
and faithful is denied by none. That, as a Romanist, he often gives a 
different reading of events or grouping of characters from Hume and 
Macaulay, is equally undeniable. But no one can understand the his- 
tory of England who does not contemplate it from the several points of 
view in which it presents itself to Romanist and Protestant, Churchman 
and Dissenter. Religion has been the chief working force in the de- 



